Correlation of abnormal second trimester maternal serum alpha-fetoprotein (MSAFP) levels and adverse pregnancy outcome.
This study investigated the relationship between abnormal second trimester MSAFP levels and adverse pregnancy outcome. The findings revealed an association between low birth weight, prematurity and antepartum haemorrhage with abnormal unexplained high levels of second trimester MSAFP levels. However, macrosomia and increased gestational age at delivery were reported in relation to unexplained low levels of MSAFP in the second trimester. The positive predictive values for this test were poor (9-12%), that would question the use of this test to formulate a treatment plan. As the negative predictive values were high (96%), this test might be used to reassure women about their pregnancy.